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In this edition of “Teaching NJ History,” West Morris Mendham High School History
Teacher Steve Santucci shares information to assist educators who wish to teach Thomas Edison
using primary sources. Mr. Santucci has presented on teaching with primary sources at several
conferences over the past few years, most recently at the 2018 NJ History Forum at Monmouth
University, “Greetings from New Jersey: Popular Culture and the Garden State.” There, he
presented on Edison with fellow West Morris Mendham teacher Jonathan Dowler.

Primary sources are no doubt powerful teaching tools, for any topic; but students definitely
require scaffolding when using them. Encourage them to remember the H.1.P.P.O. when evaluating
material from the past:
they should be able to
identify the Historical
Context; the Intended
Audience; the Point of
View; and the Purpose;
and they should also be
able to articulate an

Overview of the source.
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Edison and Pop Culture: Primary Documents

. 8
: =
Hello! Santy!! Cartoon by Albert Reid, courtesy of the Kansas Historical Society.

In this humorous cartoon, Reid depicts the cultural icon Santa Claus as he is about to fill a stocking with gifts.
Santa is shocked and alarmed when the newfangled phonograph blurts out a recording of the child's
Christmas wish list.

http://www.phonographia.com/Phonotoons.htm



http://www.phonographia.com/Phonotoons.htm
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February 6th,1927,

” Mr.Wn H. Meadoweroft,
Historian-Edison Ploneers.,
Edison Lahboratory,
Ormge, N.J.

My dear Mr.Meadoweroft:

Attached, you will find a ¢lipping taken from the
Newark, (N.J.) Evening News of February 8th, concerning the
matter of observing the date of February 1lth, s a national
holiday and as being the true birth date of George Washington;
which has greatly interested me and doubtless will also be
of interest to you when considering the matter of this in con-
nection with our celebreting the birthday of Mr.Edison,

It has occured to me that it might be well to leook
somewhat into the future from s historical viewpoint as to the
significance of simultenecusly honoring the date of birth of
George Washington,our first President, and Thomas A.Edison our
greatest inventor,

Without the Edison inventions we would not now have
our other great inventions, mainly they all seem to be derived
from vibration, snd that 1s probably the fundsmental basis of
all the greateat Inventions of our time.

I feel that we, as Pioneers, should do all we can
to have this matter of February 1llth followed up as closely as
Possible elong the lines of combining the honoring of two of
o ur greatest men, The Ploneers will have done a very great

work were they to bring this to pass,

With the heope and pleasure of meeting you next
Friday, I an, as ever,

Very tr

Courtesy Thomas Edison National Historical Park.
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December
fifth
1830

To His Holiness, Pope Pius XI,
Elshop of Rome and
Vicar of Jesus Christ.

Your Eoliness:

The art of written communication has come down thru
the ages from rode rock carvings to its apex,
resched in the combination of devices for re-
cording the human velce and for reproducing it
at will in order to reduce the utterances to
writing.

The inventor of these devices, Thomas Alva Edison,
has combined them into a practical combination
for volcewriting called tne Ediphone and it is
his desire to have the privilege of respect-
fully tendering to Your Holiness a complete set
of this practical and simple apparatus.

With assurances of esteem,

Yours réspectfully,

Thomas A. Edison

Ediphoned-C

Courtesy Thomas Edison National Historical Park.
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6 THE MOVING PICTURE NEWS

TALKING PICTURES!

A FACT! A REALITY!

THOS. A. EDISON

STARTLES THE CIVILIZED WORLD AND REVOLUTIONIZES THE
PICTURE BUSINESS WITH HIS LATEST AND GREATEST INVENTION

THE KINETOPHONE

ABSOLUTELY THE FIRST PRACTICAL TALKING-MOTION-PICTURE EVER MADE

VOICE AND ACTION RECORDED SIMULTANEQUSLY
PERFECT SYNCHRONISM AND ILLUSION

ANY FIRST-CLASS OPERATOR CAN HANDLE

THE MACHINB‘WNTROLS THE OPERATOR HOLDING FILM AND RECORD
TOGETHER IN PERFECT UNISON, FACT, HE CAN TURN HIS BACK
TO SCRBBN AND SYNCHRONIZE TO A FRACTION OF A SECOND

CONTRACTS NOW BEING MADE FOR MACHINES AND SERVICE
WRITE FOR PARTICULARS

THE AMERICAN TALKING PICTURE CO., Inc.

SOLE DISTRIBUTORS
1493-1495 BROADWAY NEW YORK

In writing te sdvertisers pledse mesten “MOVING PICTURE NEWS™

Courtesy Thomas Edison National Historical Park.
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Courtesy Thomas Edison National Historical Park.
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Courtesy Thomas Edison National Historical Park.
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THE DAILY GRAPHIC

s Bresu oy,

39 L4l Pann Fruace

VOLXVE nime | SEW TORK, THURSDAY. MARCH 21, 1578,

AWFUL PUSSIBILITIES OF THE NEW SPEAKING PHONOGRAPH.

Courtesy Thomas Edison National Historical Park.
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I.A Foster Company
Donmans € WEYDOSSETAND MIDOLE STRELTS

Providence June 26, 1923

N AR LY
PLEASE WEFEN 1O

Thomas A. Edison
Ot“ngo, Bede

re in receipt of a letter of June 23 from the faotory '

P€'5rlﬁgog$§3§8:ting information concerning our Edison Phonograph -tzck.
Our stock on hand consists of 59 Edison Phonographs ms per enclosed list.
Under present selling conditions we will need veryulittle new phono
stock for next three or four months.

Faotory letter of June 23 says m " fairly good volume of
Edison Phono sales oan be expected this fall and winter., " ?

Due to a city wide inlerest in Radio , especially notidible -
frod September 1923 and continuing strongly throughout this spring,
our Phonograph and resord sales are down to & point where we are anx=-
iously wondering if & reaotion to the Phonograph 18 to be expected -
and when? Providence has four large brosdeasting stations, two of them
of trans continent aize.

Due directly to Redio our Deccmber 1923 Fhono and record
gales were about & quarter of the Decembar 1922 sales.

In the past year to boost Edison Phono sales we have,=

1. Used outsidemman.

~

.

2. Spent more on newspaper edvertising than ever beffre.

3. Ingreased our mailing list. (rocord release folders)

+ Sent out = great deal of Edison literature with our
monthly store magazine.

5. Pollowed our jobbers sug-estion that we offer Bix
Edison Reecords to any:of our owners who gives us the
name of & prospect whom we sell,

6. Maintained a good repair service.

7. Msde personal calle on owners to get prospects,

§. Offered necdle machine owners liberal terms in exchange
£or Rdison Phonographs. T

9. Maintained a good record stoek, v ¥

10. Broadcast Edison Phonograph Concerts from our store
Radio Ststion WSAD dailygplor over & year, y

\ s We Would be grateful for & frank opinion
? : %&‘% on :mgungm_-_no; this oéming fall and wint
; z Aculerly interesting if the factory hae any infor
; " E ggh;:glq: don::ﬁ;onn';a'pﬁgzr‘g;:go olttoi.ln‘thﬁE
{ ‘New York, etc. passe or are passing
... radio dompetition su a8 we have here. Mr. M{ on,
'fvﬁrigiqllyf!ron‘;pn:oﬁ.tpxségp§Joo&. s e A

e | e L Yery kruly

“Letter from Foster (J.A.) Co to Thomas Alva Edison, June 26th, 1924,” Edison Papers Digital Edition,
accessed August 6, 2018, http://edison.rutgers.edu/digital/document/X504B.
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Chantanqua Institution
A $Syetem of Popular Educatian
Yaundeo in 1874
Iy Redwis Miller xnd Bokn ® Oimeent

OMMICE OF THE MENTENT

Chautauqua, N.Y.
July 3, 190

¥rs Thomas A.Bdison,
Llevellyn Park.
Weat Orange, K.J.

My dear Mre Edison:

Miss Saith bos sent me your redio talk which you are to
deliver over WJZ and associated stations on Mondsy at 5 o'clock,
We are planning to receive this and broadcast it in the Asphitheator.
Weo do deeply eppreciate your willingnesa to perform this important
servioe.

I understand that a representative of the Paremount News Feal
Compeny is planning to be at the broadcasting station on Monday prepored
to make a few plctures and then these are to be shomn in all of the motion
picture theatres in the country. Of course, no publicity could be more val-
uable to us et the beginning of cur season.

I know thet you will be willing to say a fow words and sllow them
to take a pieture. I have taken the liberty of drawing up s few sentences
which from our point of view would be most worth while. Of course, you will
change these in any way you $hink wise. I have formulated them to make it
o8 easy as posaible for you and also to Indicate the sort of things which would
be most helpful %0 Chautauqua.

Cordislly yours,

s i, a SEtvev=u Bl

“Letter from Arthur Eugene Bestor to Mina Miller (Mrs. Thomas A.) Edison, July 3rd, 1930,” Edison Papers
Digital Edition, accessed August 6, 2018, http://edison.rutgers.edu/digital/document/X453X1J.
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Fovecibor 12, 1026

Thomas A, Eddecon
Eddson laboratories

Orange, N.J.
Dear Mr, Bdison:

various nmppn". h‘.nt.;. nt}.:t it uph'onrd g u-uelu an
T'a0us n ¢ recemtly to tell 0 "
from worthwhilc facts, The inelosed olipping is 0ne of Levera:
that we fourd intoresting, - 4f nothing more.

Some of tho articles refer to the Vietor ete. direet
while othere aro just es applicable to the Edison, if ons choooes M
to resd thom that way, o are arxious to kuow 4f any of various
articles off phonopraphe recontly roed by ua, ( which do not montion
mekos by raco) reflost to coming of Fdison modols, now dn cabinet
deadgn or now and fmproved in reprodustion methods,

: ¥o bave quite a fov ropossoced Edisons whish §t
would bo wise for us to make pronter soorifices on at ongtdf o
now in the B4 _n::. is coming out shortly that would deprooiste
models. ' fi

&5 It sy bo inte ing to you to have ow own

impree g&ounfmypvm m&m,mu. Their new cadbinets
2082 good ard are o modeled after somo of the now redio

~ oably )‘.ﬂqq!@to legzo tho ourrent trerd of publis teste. Ow contast
with many of owr own Bdlson owners, and othors with whom we have talled
rfloots & yory favorable publio opinion of the new Vietor produstion,
M-}w‘mo,mtmmitnmm’w”

hatb 1

reprodustion,
S L

P Priqueess Erane . Gy

R il o G RS o :

“Letter from Foster (J.A.) Co, Pusey Bancroft Heald to Thomas Alva Ediéon, November 12th', 1925,” Edison
Papers Digital Edition, accessed August 6, 2018, http://edison.rutgers.edu/digital/document/X504E.
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I. A. Foster Company,
Dorrance, Weybosset & lMiddle Streets,
Providence, R. I.

Attention, Mr. P. B. Heald.

—_—

Daar Mr. Heald:

Your lettor of Ausust 15th at hand. ALl present
time phonozrephs in lerze cities in theo Eest cannot be sold
to any extent except by planting them in homes, not in the
homes of rich pecple, but in the homes of those in moderate
circumstences. The profit will be doubtful Just now, but
when the seme scheme is tried in the country with a good
canvesser, the results are still zood and profits feir. If
the desler has four or five sub-deaslers in small towns of
one hunired to five hundred people,to advertise and produce
proapects for the canvasser, the results in New Englend are
excellent and profits good even now.

This plen is boing worked by severel dealers in
N¥ew England. The factory rents the machines and records
to the desler at $4.00 per month for esch sub-dealer. The
gub=dealer hed no expenses, but if a prospect sent to the
deeler results in the canveuser making ¢ sale, ilhe sub-
dealer gets about 10% commission on the list price. There
is no resistence against introduction of this, among dealers
or sub-deslers. Deslera who have Hepplewhite or Sheraton
machinas themselves need not rent them from us, if they

desirs to use them. Only the records need be rented. We it 4T
e/ :plykintrodnoo this system among dealers who canvass by 32N
4w s truck. i.';’. 3 . ' i
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“Letter from '!'homag Alva Edison to Foster (J.A.) Co, Pusey Bancroft Heald, August 29th, 1924,” Edison
Papers Digital Edition, accessed August 6, 2018, http://edison.rutgers.edu/digital/document/X504D.
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THE DECADENCE OF THE WIZARD OF MENLO PARK —FROM THE PHONOGRAPH TO POLYFORM.

“The Decadence of the Wizard of Meno Park. — From the Phonograph to Polyform,”
Puck Magazine Centerfold; Vol. VI No. 155, May 5, 1880
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Edison and Pop Culture: Activities
Have students choose one of the documents and answer the following questions:
Historical Context:

1. What was going when the author created the document? How does this information assist
in better understanding the document?

Intended Audience:
2. Identify the person or group the author expects to inform or influence. How might this
affect the reliability or accuracy of the source?

Point of View:
3. Who is the author and what is their main idea? How does the author’s background impact
their written perspective? (Race, class, gender, age, religion, occupation, nationality.
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Purpose:
4. What was the author trying to accomplish when creating this document? Did they have
ulterior motives than what is at face value? (Persuade, establish, Expose, Discredit, Justify, etc.)

Overview:
5. What does the document actually say or reveal? BRIEFLY summarize the key and
relevant information from the source.
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Steve Santucci has been teaching High School History and Social Studies for the past 20
years, concentrating on both US | & 11, as well as World and European History (on the Advanced
Placement level). He has also taught electives in Economics, American Government, and politics
and sociology. Mr. Santucci currently works at West Morris Mendham High School. His co-
presenter, when sharing this work at the 2018 NJ History Forum, was Jonathan Dowler. Mr.
Dowler has for the past 5 years taught Advanced Placement History United States History and

World History at West Morris Mendham High School.



