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 In this edition of “Teaching NJ History,” West Morris Mendham High School History 

Teacher Steve Santucci shares information to assist educators who wish to teach Thomas Edison 

using primary sources. Mr. Santucci has presented on teaching with primary sources at several 

conferences over the past few years, most recently at the 2018 NJ History Forum at Monmouth 

University, “Greetings from New Jersey: Popular Culture and the Garden State.” There, he 

presented on Edison with fellow West Morris Mendham teacher Jonathan Dowler.  

 Primary sources are no doubt powerful teaching tools, for any topic; but students definitely 

require scaffolding when using them. Encourage them to remember the H.I.P.P.O. when evaluating 

material from the past: 

they should be able to 

identify the Historical 

Context; the Intended 

Audience; the Point of 

View; and the Purpose; 

and they should also be 

able to articulate an 

Overview of the source.   

http://dx.doi.org/10.14713/njs.v5i1.182
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Edison and Pop Culture: Primary Documents  

 

 
Hello! Santy!! Cartoon by Albert Reid, courtesy of the Kansas Historical Society. 

In this humorous cartoon, Reid depicts the cultural icon Santa Claus as he is about to fill a stocking with gifts. 

Santa is shocked and alarmed when the newfangled phonograph blurts out a recording of the child's 

Christmas wish list. 

http://www.phonographia.com/Phonotoons.htm  

 

http://www.phonographia.com/Phonotoons.htm
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Courtesy Thomas Edison National Historical Park. 
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Courtesy Thomas Edison National Historical Park. 
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Courtesy Thomas Edison National Historical Park. 
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Courtesy Thomas Edison National Historical Park. 
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Courtesy Thomas Edison National Historical Park. 
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Courtesy Thomas Edison National Historical Park. 



NJS: An Interdisciplinary Journal         Summer 2019           262  

  

 

 
 

 
“Letter from Foster (J.A.) Co to Thomas Alva Edison, June 26th, 1924,” Edison Papers Digital Edition, 

accessed August 6, 2018, http://edison.rutgers.edu/digital/document/X504B. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://edison.rutgers.edu/digital/document/X504B
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“Letter from Arthur Eugene Bestor to Mina Miller (Mrs. Thomas A.) Edison, July 3rd, 1930,” Edison Papers 

Digital Edition, accessed August 6, 2018, http://edison.rutgers.edu/digital/document/X453XIJ. 

 

 

 

http://edison.rutgers.edu/digital/document/X453XIJ
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“Letter from Foster (J.A.) Co, Pusey Bancroft Heald to Thomas Alva Edison, November 12th, 1925,” Edison 

Papers Digital Edition, accessed August 6, 2018, http://edison.rutgers.edu/digital/document/X504E. 

 

 

http://edison.rutgers.edu/digital/document/X504E
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“Letter from Thomas Alva Edison to Foster (J.A.) Co, Pusey Bancroft Heald, August 29th, 1924,” Edison 

Papers Digital Edition, accessed August 6, 2018, http://edison.rutgers.edu/digital/document/X504D. 

http://edison.rutgers.edu/digital/document/X504D
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“The Decadence of the Wizard of Meno Park. – From the Phonograph to Polyform,”  

Puck Magazine Centerfold; Vol. VI No. 155, May 5, 1880 
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Edison and Pop Culture: Activities 

  

Have students choose one of the documents and answer the following questions:  

 

Historical Context: 

1. What was going when the author created the document? How does this information assist 

in better understanding the document? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

Intended Audience: 

2. Identify the person or group the author expects to inform or influence. How might this 

affect the reliability or accuracy of the source? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 
Point of View: 

3. Who is the author and what is their main idea? How does the author’s background impact 

their written perspective? (Race, class, gender, age, religion, occupation, nationality. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

Purpose: 

4. What was the author trying to accomplish when creating this document? Did they have 

ulterior motives than what is at face value? (Persuade, establish, Expose, Discredit, Justify, etc.) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Overview: 

5. What does the document actually say or reveal? BRIEFLY summarize the key and 

relevant information from the source. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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 Steve Santucci has been teaching High School History and Social Studies for the past 20 

years, concentrating on both US I & II, as well as World and European History (on the Advanced 

Placement level). He has also taught electives in Economics, American Government, and politics 

and sociology. Mr. Santucci currently works at West Morris Mendham High School. His co-

presenter, when sharing this work at the 2018 NJ History Forum, was Jonathan Dowler. Mr. 

Dowler has for the past 5 years taught Advanced Placement History United States History and 

World History at West Morris Mendham High School. 


